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Office Action Summary 


Application No. 


Applicant(s) ^ ^ ^ 




Group Art Unit 





-^The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet beneath the correspondence address— 
Period for Response 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE IS SET TO EXPIRE MONTH(S) FROM THE 

MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a response be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for response specif ted atx>ve is less than thirty (30) days, a response within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for response is specified above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication . 

- Failure to respond within the set or extended period for response will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

Status 

□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 

□ This action is FINAL 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomnal nnatters, prosecution as to the merits is closed in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1; 453 O.G. 213. 



Disposition of Claims 

^CIalm(s) 



Of the above claim(s)- 

□ Claim(s) : 

Claim(s) 

□ Claim(s) 

□ Claim(s) » 



. is/are pending in the application. 

. is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

. is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

. is/are objected to. 

. are subject to restriction or election 
requirement. 



Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson*s Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is □ approved □ disapproved. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (aHd) 

1^ Acknowledgment Is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(a)-(d). 
^ All □ Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 



^ J received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) _ 



□ received In this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 

*Certified copies not received: 

Attachment(s) 



ttachment(s) / 

^ Infomiation Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1 449. Paper No(s). ^^^^^ □ 



□ Notice of References Cited, PTO-892 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

Office Action Summary 



Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-1 52 

□ Other 



U. S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTCV326 (Rev. 3-97) 



•U.S. GPO 1997-417^1/62710 



Part of Paper No. 
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Art Unit: 3661 



DETAILED ACTION 



This Office action is in response to the application filed December 22, 2000 by Eberhard 
Holl for the invention titled "Method and Device for Detecting the Complete Stop of a Vehicle". 

Information Disclosure Statement 
The Information Disclosure Statements file by Applicant on 4/2/01 and 6/1 1/01 have been 
fully considered by the Examiner as indicated by the accompanying initialed copies of Applicant's 
form PTO-1449. 



Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 



Priority 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC§112 



The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 



The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and 
distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 



Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 
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Independent claim 1 recites a method for detecting the complete stop of a vehicle, as a 
function of the vehicle's speed or of the speed of at least one of the vehicle's wheels, however the 
claim then goes on to recite that the complete-stop determination can also be made as a function 
of braking force! It is not seen how a present-state complete-stop determination can be made 
using a braking-force related quantity absent some supplemental or supporting quantity which 
truly represents lack of motion of the vehicle at the time the determination is made. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Edward Pipala whose telephone number is (703) 305-9785. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 7:30 to 6:00. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
Supervisor, Bill Cuchlinski, can be reached on (703) 308-3873. The fax phone number for this 
Group is (703) 305-7687. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 113. 
Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 

Washington, D.C. 20231 
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or faxed to: (703) 305-7687, (for formal communications intended for entry) 



Hand-delivered responses should be brought to 5 Crystal Park, 2451 Crystal Drive, Arlington. VA., 
Seventh Floor (Receptionist). 



WILLIAM A. CUCHLINSKI, JR. 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 




Edward Pipala 
(703) 305-9785 



